On the question of lowering the content of ferrihaemoglobin in infusable haemoglobin solutions.
The reducing effect of ascorbic acid and of borohydride upon ferrihaemoglobin present in native and chemically modified human and bovine stroma-free hemoglobins was investigated. Ferrihaemoglobin which had been freshly prepared from oxyhaemoglobin by treatment with potassium ferricyanate was fully reduced to ferrohaemoglobin. Full reduction of ferrihaemoglobin, however, could not be achieved with those haemoglobin samples which had a partially deteriorated conformation due to long time storage or chemical modification.